CORSY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


MLDICAi.,  ORPICLR  OP  HEALTH 


To  the  Chairman  and.  Memhers  of  the  Corby  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Geritleinen, 

I beg  to  present  Aie  third  annual  report  on  the  health  of 
Corby  for  19U1. 

The  outstanding  developiaexit  of  the  year  was  the  campaign 
to  combat  the  incidence  of  and  morbality  froia  diphtheria.  Free 
immunisation  against  diphtheria  was  oifered  go  all  children  from  one 
to  fifteen  years.  Two  injections,  of  diphtheria  prophylactic  were 
injected  j-nto  the  sicin  of  the  arm  at  monthly  intervals.  No  untoward 
effects  have  been  reported  to  me.  The  drive  for  diphtheria 
prevention  was'  bacxced  wholeneart edly  by  the  County  Public  Health  and 
School  Medical  Departments. 

The  v/ar  has  res  cricted  seriously  the  provision  of  the 
normal  social  amenities  due  to  the  Urban  District.  Playing  fields 
for  children,  parns,  a swimming  pool  are  urgent  necessities  where 
the  child  population  is  one  third  of  the  total;  plans  have  been  made 
to  rei;iedy  these  defects  and  v/ill  rank  among  relief  of  overcrowding 
and  repair  or  replacement  of  unfit  houses  as  an  immediate  post  war 
undertaking. 

On  the  whole  no  deterioration  has  been  noticed  during  1941 
either  in  the  health  of  the  people  or  in  the  general  hygiene  in  the 
Urban  District  including  the  preparation  and  handling  of  food. 

I wish  to  express  ray  tharu-s  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Public  xiealth  Committee  for  their  support  and  help  and  also 
to  my  fellow  officers  for  their  assistance  throughout  the  year. 

I am , 

four  obedient  Servant, 


SECTION  A. 

live  BIRTHS. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


STILL  BIRTHS. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


J.  T.  MURPI-IY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Vital  Sta  oistics. 


" Total. 

Males. 

Females ' 

• . • A 

* • • 

312 

7 

162 

5 

150 

2 

Totals. 

319 

167 

152 

Total. 

Males. 

Female  s^ 

11 

5 

6 

• • • 

“ 

total  '^^ive^and 

33.33. 

11 

5 

6 

c 


IjE.aTHS. 


(2) 

X o u al . M a],  e s . S’ eirial  es . 

60  41  39 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

• • • 

Nil. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 

• • • 

Nil. 

Deaths  from  other  maternal  causes  . . . 

Fate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births. 

• • • 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Death-rate  of  Iiifants  under  one  year. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Legitimate 

22 

11 

11 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

22 

11 

11 

Hate  per  thousand  live  hirths.  All  Infants.  68.96 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  live  legitimate  "births.  70.  h"! 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  live  illegitimate 

hirths.  0.00 

England  and  V/ales,  all  infants.  59 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages).  2 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages).  1 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  tv/o  years).  1 

Deaths  from  cancer.  10 

Deaths  fro.r  heart  disease  and  other  circulatory  causes.  14 

Deaths  from  road  traffic  accidents.  1 

Deaths  from  o Gher ■ violent  causes.  4 

Deaths  from  suicide.  hil. 


The  highest  deaths  were  due  to  heart  disease  and  other 
circulatory  causes  with  deaths  from  cancer  accounting  for  one- • ' 
eighth  of  the  total  deaths. 

Fifteen'  deaths  of  jnifahts  under  one  year  were  due  to  congenital 
dehility,  malformation  and  premature  "birth. 

SECTION  B.  General  Provision  of  Health - oervices. 


STAFF:  Ivied ical  Officer  of  Health. 

J.  T.  MURPIIf,  M.3.  , B.  Gh.  B.A.  0.  , D.  F.H. 

- ■ Sanitary  Inspector. 

C.  E.  H.  KLABSDET),  LI.S.I.A.  (Meai  and  Foods). 

■Clerh. 

A.  XI.  iiA-LionT. 

The  general  provision  of  health  services  is  similat  to  1940. 
v/ith  the  exception  t-hat  a fine  anibulance  has  "been  o"btained  through  the 
energy  of  the  Council.  This  is  availa"ble  for  all  non-inf ectious 
and  accident  cases  and  meets  a great  need. 

SECTION  C.  Sanitary, Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  service  is  good  and  the  present 
modern  sev/a'ge  disposal  worms  can  deal  effectively  with  the  sev/age. 

Pu'blic  Cleansing.  Street  scavenging  worm  has  generally  "been 
carried  out  sdisfactorily,  "b..:t  it  has  "been  difficult  to  provide 
sufficient  la"bour  and,  from  time  to  time,  it  has  "been  nv3cessary 
to  neglect  the  less  important  roads  on  account  of  absence  of 
employees  or  the  demands  of  more  urgent  worm.  It  has  not  "been 
possi"ble  to  carry  our  gully  emptying  with  normal  freq^uency  owing 
to  the  shortage  -of  labour. 

Owing  to  the  development  of  salvage  operations  and  the^ 

Government  order  mgdcing  it  an  offence  to  place  waste  paper  in  a 
refuse  bin,  the  bulk  of  actual  refuse  became  substantially  less 
and  there  was  a corresponding'  increase  in  salvageable  material 
separately  put  out  by  the  householder  for  collection.  To  meet 
the  changed  circumstances  and  also, to  alleviate  difficulties  of 
providing  adequate  labour,  it  was  decided  to  substitute  a ■ 


•..^fortnightly  for  a weoicly  colloctionj  the  collection  of  salvage 
being  continued  weekly  by  rrion  specially  allocated  to  salvage 
duties.  The  new  scherae  v/as  put  into  opv-:;ration  in  November  and. 
has  since  worked  successfully  resul cing  in  a more  satisfactory 
collection  of  salvage  and  a more  economical  but  equally  effective 
refuse  collection  service. 

Improvements  have  also  been  made  in  the  manner  of 
transferring  the  refuse  to  tiic  lorry.  The  practice  of  emptying 
binsj  generally  situated  near  doors  and  windov/s  into  open  scuttles 
had  been  discontinued  and  the  bins  are  instead  carried  to  tne 
roadside?  and  emptied  direct  in..o  tlr..  collection  lorry. 

The  v/orn  is  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Council’s  Surveyor?  Mr.  D.  W.  G-reaves. 


SECTION  D.  Pious ing. 

In  spite  of  all  efforts  to  abatement?  overcrowding  has 
tended  to  increase. 

Housing  Statisticssi  19N1. 


Number  of  new  hcuses  erected  during  the  year. 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons Nil. 

(4)  By  Local  Authority .,...*4 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  tPie  year. 

(1)  • (a)  Total  number  inspected. * 

'(b)  Number  of  inspections  made... 188 

(2)  ■ . (a)  Inspected  under  Housing  Acts 5 

, (b)  Number  of  inspections  made i' 12 

(3)  N-umber  found,  unfit 3 

(4)  Nuiiiber  found  to  be  not  in  all 

respects  fit 148 

(5) '  Number  of, houses  rendered  fit #.,.,143 

(6)  Acti  on  under  Statutory  Powers. 3 

Housing  Act?  1938?  Part  1V  - Overcrowding. 

(a)  Nuraber  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year 102 

Number  of  families  dwelling  tPierein. .....113 

Number  persons  ■ " 837 

(b^  Number  of  new  cases  found ..8 

(c)  Number  of  cases  relieved ,,...4 


SECTION  E.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Pood. 

Milk  Supply.  Thirty-two  samples  of  milk  were  sent  to  the  County. 
Laboratory  for  the  metiiylone  blue  test  and  four  samples  of 
pasteurised  milic  were  sent  for  the.  phosphatase  test. 


Good.  Moderate.  Bad. 


Tuberculin  tested  milk..  ■ - ^ _ 

Accredited  milk.  2 1 ' 

Pasteurised  ” 4 - - 

Ordinary  ” i 3 5 S 

Number  of  cowsheds  in  district 4 

Number  of  tubercul-in  tested  miln  producers Nil. 

Number  of  tuberculin  tested  retailers 1 

Number  of  pasteurised  milk  producers Nil. 

Number  of  pasteurised  retailers *1 

Number  of  accredited  milk  producers * * 1 

Number  of  accredited  retailers. 1 

Number  of  ordinary  milk  producers 4 

Number  of  ordinary  retailors 7 


^qiiun  Infectious  Diseases. 

During  1941  a considerable  epidemic  of  measles  and  v/hooping  cough 
occurred?  all  were  treated  at  home  and  one  child  died  from  measles. 


The  infectious  diseases  notified  were  as  follov\^s:- 

likl*  19UQ. 

lieasles 1 37 . 6? 

■Jhooping  Cough I46 7 

Scarlet  Fever 31 8 

Diph cheria 7 9 

Cerehro-opinal  Fever 3 ...8 

Paratyphoid.  1 21 

Scarlet  Fever.  There  was  a considerable  increase  in  scarlet  fever 
notifications.  No  deaths  occurred;  the  disease  was  mainly  of  a 
mild  type. 

Diphtheria.  There  v/as  one  death.  No  persons  v/ho  developed  diphtheri 
had  been  immunised. 

Paratyphoid.  One  case  occurred,  the  source  of  infection  v/as  outside 
Corby. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.  There  was  one  death. 

Pneumonia.  No  cases  v/ere  notified  during  the  year.  There  were 
five  deaths  from  all  forras  of  pheuraonia. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  v/as  carried  out  at  the  schools 
and  in  the  school  clinic.  A monthly  immunisation  clinic  is  held 
on  the  first  Thursday  of  each  month  at  the  school  clinic. 

The  total  number  of  children  who  completed  the  full  coui'’se  of 
immunisation  up  to  the  pis.-  December,  v9Ul5“ 


Under  5 years. 

Between  5 and  15  years 

48U  - • 

1,236 

Percentage 

68^0 

immunised. 

^ 24^^ 

Tuberculosis. 

Four  cases  of  p)Ulmonary  tuberculosis  . three  males  and  one  female, 
and  two  -cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  the  sexes  being  equal, 
were  natified  during  the  year.  One  female  died  during  the  year  fr#m 
pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

The  following  figures  show  the  nuiaber  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on 
the  register  at  the  end  of  19U15~ 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

15 

14 

29 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

6 

9 

15 

'APPEK'DIX.' 


' ■ • ^ XEPOXT  OE  TliE  nfOPK'-gAERISD  OUT  BY  THE 

' ' 'SAIPr-rARP  IXSPEO'rOP  ■ptelE'G  T..S  YEAE,  ^9U1 . 

, , , , . . , ..  i V t"-"--; ; '. — r-7-r ;~ri; 1 - ' 

'GENERAL  ' ( under  * the  ' Ho-dsliiA* ' and  Public  Health  Acts). 

(a)  Visits  and  Inspections. 

Houses  inspected . 71 

_ , . , „ JiousQs  , re-:inspected., .. ...  36 

Interviews  re  above 28 

Houses  -visit ed  ■ re - refuse  accoimodat ion 781 

Visits  to  -overcrowded  houses.  21 

^ -huisances  investigated.'....... 110 

■ * ■ ’ Inspection  ■■  (-"'f  wa  bercourses  and  -ditches.  9 

- -Visits  to  -swirnii'iing  bat-h.'  .• . .'  . 1 

Visits  to  v?aterwor.^:s.  1 

Smoke  observations 

Drains  smoke  tested 1 

Drains  water  tested 

Drains  colour  tested 3 

‘ Humber  of  informal  no-tices 49 

Number  of  statutory  notices 3 

Visits  to  dairies  and  cowsheds 6 

Visits  to  piggeries 2 

Visits  to  common  lodging  houses 3 

-'•■Visits  to.  ref  use  tip 12 

-Visits  -re  rat  infestation 36 

- • Visits  re  -insect  inf estation.  8 

-Visits  to- public  conveniences......,.* 7 

Visits  re  petroleum...... 536 

Visits  re  billeting. 220 

Miscellaneous  visits 43 

(b)  Nuisances  abated  and  repair  works  carried  out. 

- -Nuisances  abated* 91 

. . . -Choked  drains -cleared. 22 

Choked -w.-o’.s  cleared 2 

Drains  relaid..., 1 

W.  c's  repaired 1 

'Water  ■ service  pipes  repaired. . . v. . * 1 

■ ■ • • ■ 'Water  supplies  "laid  bn 5 

‘ * Rooms  cleansed.'. 1 

Yards  cleansed . 1 

Accumulations  removed 4 

■ '• -•  " Dustbins  provided  or  renewed 113 

- -'  -Eaves  -guttering  renewed '. * 1 

‘ ^ - Dampness  - remedied. 1 

Windows  repaired 3 

Floors  relaid 1 

' ' ■ ' ' 'Plaster  renewed. 2 

-G-assing  for  rats  carried  out. I9 

Carden . sheds  raised. 11 

Roofs  torched  against  snow  drift.... ; 13C 

Bakehouses  limew  ashed. 2 

Insect  nuisances  abated. 8 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

(a)  Visits  and  Inspections. 

. ,To  butchers  ' shops.  44 

'DO '■fish- shops 7 

To  other  food  shops .51 

To  food  preparing  places’.  ....  r 47 

To  bakehouses.  5 

To,  dairies  and  cowsheds. 7 

To  greengrocers I3 


(t)  Food  condenined  and  destroyed. 


Beef 

Mutton !!.*!!! 

Pork ] * 

Bacon !.!!!!!! 

Sausage !!!!!.*!! 

Tripe !,!!!.*!!.* 

Potted^  picnled  and  preserved  meat.,., 

Tinned  fruity  fish  and  vegetahles, , . ’. 

Butter 

Cheese 1 * * 

Sugar.  i * * * I * * * * 

Flour ^ ^ ^ 1 * ***** * * 

Barley.  | 

B eans  ' 

'*  ’ 

Rice,  44.1 » * . • . 

Currants '. . . *•*'*  “^ * * *‘ * * * ■*'* 

Lentils.  , ] ! ! i i ] ’ ^*  * * 

Cooking  Tat.  . . , 


lbs. 

394 

206 

30 

Ski 

12 

15 

28 

20 

70 

175 

400 

240 

100 

224 

112 

lot 

70 

224 

224 


(c) 


'Total.  2708^ 


Evaporated  miln 


Creamola.  .4  . 

Chocolate '. . .*!.*  1 J .*.*■.**.***•****  *‘ ' 

Coffee 4 . ... !’ * !!!*.!*  *• 

Cocoa.  . . i , ...  . ' ■ ■ *■*■*  * .*•*  * * ‘ 

Salt . . . .'  ’ * * ’ * * * * • * • * • 


216  pints. 


Slaughter  of  Animals .Act 1 933) 

Applications  for  licenses  .to  slaughter  animals.'.. 
A_-.pl  1C  at  10ns  for  licenses  to  'Slau^Alite.r  granted., 
of  fees  received.  .. 


Amount 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE.-  , 

(a)  "Visits  and  Inspections.’’ 


5 

2 

1 

2 

2 


9 

9 

9 


Visits  to 


0 infected  houses'. V; .V."  ' qi, 

•i"  i ^ . ■_ ' ' ' .......  yH. 


Beds 

FACTORIES. 


Disinfection.  — general'  cas'es. 

Disinfection  - tuberculosis'.  T. 

Jieds  and  bedding.  stf=!»tii  . , • . .*./  ■ ' 


■ earn  disinfected.*..' 
and  bedding  .destx-oyed.' . ...  . 


• • • • • 


55 

0 

■0 

3 


(a) 


Visits  and  Inspect ion^ 


SHOP, 

( a) 
(■b) 


To  factories  with  mechanical  power. ■,.»  19 

To  factories  ??ithout  mechanical  power 5 

Con'craventions  found . ' 8 

Contraventions  remedied.  ^ ^ ! ' 8 


Visits  and  inspections. . 
Contraventions  found.  . . . 
Contraventions  remedied, 

PETROLEUM. 


55 

5 

5 


cartons. 

It 

If 

II 

If 


shillings. 


Visits  and  inspections 15 

Contraventions  found **  5 

Contraventions  remedied. !!!!!*.!!!,*  5 

Number  of  Licenses.  Granted 

( a)  Petroleum  -Spirit. g6 

(b)  Carbide  of  Calcium..... 0 

Amount  of  fees*  received £3. 15s. 


